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he not taken over the direction of affairs when Bavaria was small
in numbers, possessions, and prestige? He, who had worked all
his life, according to his convictions and selflessly for King and
country, now felt that ingratitude was his portion. Montgelas
failed to see that the cause of his downfall lay in the changing
spirit of the age, which was personified in the young Crown Prince.
A new epoch was approaching. The Crown Prince regarded the
King as the Head of the State and not merely as its highest
instrument. Greater scope would have to be allowed to the
Catholic Church, in fact to religion as a whole. According to
Ludwig's ideas, people should be granted more rights. The fall
of Montgelas had opened the way for Bavaria's constitution
against which the Count had set his face. Great joy was felt by
the Crown Prince and his adherents.

France was little pleased by these developments. The Ambas-
sador, the Comtc de la Garde, was not well disposed towards
the Crown Prince and did not visit him 'because he knew the
results of his impulsive and unaccountable moods'. 'He shows
great despotism in his character/ was the Frenchman's verdict,
'a too undisciplined spirit, no dignity in his bearing, more severity
in principle than in action, and all this will lead to his being
surrounded by people whose flattery he will accept as loyalty,
and who will exploit with facility his alert intellect and his eager
passions. The future of this kingdom gives cause for anxiety.'1

Ludwig now spent three weeks with his sister in Vienna. From
there he followed the progress of the negotiations, undertaken
after the fall of Montgelas, with the Church of Rome, which resulted
in the conclusion of a Concordat before the year was over. This
led to friction between Protestants and Catholics, and the Crown
Prince endeavoured to work on the national feelings of the
two opposing factions and thus weld them into unity.2 'Just
because there is no unity of religion amongst the Teutons,'3 he
remarked, 'it is the more essential that a Teutonic consciousness
should animate them and prove itself in deeds/

His serious illness had weakened Ludwig considerably. A
relapse was feared in the approaching winter, and the Crown
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